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2014 Water for Schools Project Portfolio 
Take an inside-look into six rural schools in Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic that have exhibited the need and the capacity to receive a 
WASH (Water, Sanitation, Hygiene) project in 2014. These six schools are 
currently operating without access to clean drinking water, hand-
washing facilities, or functioning bathrooms. Help us to provide life’s 
most precious resource and a healthy environment to build the next 
generation of leaders. 

World 
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WASH in Schools Project Components 
Our comprehensive approach to water, sanitation, & hygiene 

Safe Drinking Water 
 
The most important 
objective in WASH in 
Schools projects is the 
provision of safe drinking 
water.  We use a three-
stage water filtration 
system that features 
sediment & carbon pre-
filters, together with 
ultraviolet disinfection.  
WWR believes that 
providing clean drinking 
water is the most effective 
intervention towards 
creating a healthy 
learning environment. 

Improved Sanitation 
 
Coupled with safe 
drinking water, improved 
sanitation facilities can 
vastly improve a child’s 
health.  Over 88% of all 
diarrheal deaths in 
children are a result of 
unsafe water and poor 
sanitation.  If students 
learn to value and utilize 
improved sanitation 
facilities, they will not 
only improve their own 
health, but will raise their 
own children with an 
attention to more healthy 
practices.  

Hygiene Education 
 
Infrastructure and facility 
upgrades are critical. 
However, WWR 
understands that hygiene 
education is the real key 
to long-term behavioral 
change and sustained 
health improvements.  Our 
students commit to 
learning the principles and 
theory behind bacteria, 
disease, water, 
environment, and the 
hygiene practices that will 
protect them from harm 
and sustain their growth. 
 



 

           

 

School Statistics 

Location: Lascahobas, Haiti 

Students:  2,262 

Classrooms:  22 

Teachers: 47 

Number of Latrines: 30  

Hand Washing Station:  No 

Drinking water:  No 

Electricity:  24 hours/day 

Lycee Zamor High School 

1

The Lycee Zamor High School in 
Lascahobas is a terrific example of what a 
“new Haiti” could someday be like.  This 
school offers the most comprehensive 
curriculum in the city and is one of the few 
bridges into the Haitian university system.  
For this reason, many of the top students 
from the Central Plateau enroll in this 
public high school for the chance to 
receive a good education.  

As great as the educational potential 
is, the water and sanitation situation is 
quite abysmal.  It has been on the mind of 
Director Boltaire Noel for the past few 
years, “For our school to provide a truly 
quality education, we need to address the 
issues of health and hygiene here as well”.  
We agree.  And with improvements to 
provide safe drinking water and improved 

2

sanitation, Director Noel can expect to see 
increases in attendance and performance as 
the result of a healthier student body. 

World Water Relief has discussed and 
planned for the installation of a drinking 
water system, a complete renovation of the 
dilapidated latrines, and an integrated 
hygiene education course to encourage and 
teach healthy practices.  These Lycee 
students go on to become professionals and 
leaders in their communities, making it 
highly important that they are exposed to 
the standards of clean water and hygienic 
toilets.   

If these future leaders learn to adapt 
these practices, they will teach a village.  
And together, that is how we will create 
lasting change and the ripple effect of clean 
water. 

Educational Oasis in the Heart of Haiti 



 

           

 

School Statistics 

Location:  Mirebalais, Haiti 

Students:  824 

Classrooms:  16 

Teachers: 37 

Number of Latrines:  8 

Hand Washing Station:  No 

Drinking water:  No 

Electricity:  24 hours/day 

2

term sustainable WASH in schools projects 
functioning throughout the city of Mirebalais, this 
is the last school in need of help.  
 

The College Evangelique Secours d’en-
Haut is the affiliate school of the town’s 
evangelical church. Over eight-hundred hundred 
schoolchildren attend daily. The school receives 
piped water from the town every five days. The 
children who can afford drinking water have the 
option to purchase bags of drinking water. The 
children who cannot currently drink unsafe water 
treated with bleach or aquatabs. The latrines are 
maintained fairly frequently, but lack covers and 
seats to keep out insects.  
 

A WWR WASH project will increase access 
to both safe drinking water and provide safer 
sanitation facilities. 

Secours d’en Haut School 

1

Mirebalais is known as “Ville Moderne” 
throughout Haiti, which literally translates to 
“The Modern City.” As “The Modern City,” 
compared to other areas of rural Haiti, it has 
fairly consistent access to electricity and piped 
water. These existing infrastructures, however, 
are still vastly inadequate. Located on the 
l’Artibonite, Mirebalais is also the origin of the 
2010 cholera epidemic that continues to plague 
Haiti to today. The epidemic began in Haiti 
because of Vibrio cholerae, but it spread 
because of a lack of a municipal water 
treatment system.  
 

World Water Relief is working to 
change this. In response to the on-going 
epidemic, WWR hopes to improve the WASH 
situation in Mirebalais.  With seven WWR long-

Building on Success 



 

           

 

 

School Statistics 

Location:  Mirebalais, Haiti 

Students:  240 

Classrooms:  5 

Teachers: 16 

Number of Toilets:  5 

Hand Washing Station:  No 

Drinking water:  No 

Electricity:  4 hours/day 

2

program at the UPC.  We believe that by adding 
not only a system that provides healthy drinking 
water, but also by adding hygiene education into 
the curriculum at UPC, we can expedite the 
change in hygiene culture throughout Mirebalais 
and Haiti.  As adults, almost all of the students at 
this school have families that they go home to 
each day.  By teaching them hygiene education 
within their university, we can spread positive 
change into the household much quicker.    

Please help us at WWR to make this a 
reality.  The faster we correct behavior as it 
relates to hygiene education and the 
consumption of safe, purified water, the faster we 
can create a healthier, more hygienic and happy 
Haiti. 

 

Universite Publique du Centre 

1

Hygiene education and purified water 
are not only for the young students.  The 
Universite Publique du Centre (UPC) of 
Mirebalais, Haiti was founded by the Haitian 
government in 2012 to serve adult students.  

What students and staff at the UPC do 
not yet have is a source for purified drinking 
water or educational courses in hygiene 
education.   Obenson Cesar, the school 
director recently approached us at WWR after 
learning about our program and purified water 
system in nearby, local schools and has asked 
us to consider his adult-learning institute as a 
candidate for a WWR project. 

After visiting and reviewing this school 
that meets the criteria for a system installation, 
we hope to secure the funding to initiate a 

Accelerating Positive Change 



 

           

 

 

School Statistics 

Location:  Barahona, DR 

Students:  84 

Classrooms:  3 

Teachers: 4 

Number of Toilets:  3 

Hand Washing Station:  No 

Drinking water:  No 

Electricity:  6 hours/day 

2

Senior Luis Martin R. Feliz, the Director of 
the school explains that where his school has the 
benefit of abundant river water, it greatly lacks 
hygiene and proper sanitation education.  San 
Rafael is a small town within the poorest region of 
the Dominican Republic, the Southwest.  Because 
of its size and distance from large urban centers, 
it is often left behind in national development. 

Please help us at WWR to end the 
misconception in San Rafael that an abundance of 
water means safe water and also to bring the 
practice of WASH (water, sanitation & hygiene) to 
this school and its community.  Together we can 
improve the health and lifestyle of generations 
with the gift of purified water and hygiene 
education, ultimately improving and extending 
the lives of the students and people of San Rafael.  

Escuela Básica de San Rafael 
 

1

San Rafael is a small community of 
fisherman and farmers who are often ignored 
because of the natural beauty of their 
environment.  In the southwestern Dominican 
Republic, nestled against the Sierra de Baoruco 
mountains and next to a flowing river, lies La 
Escuela Básica de San Rafael, a school founded 
in 1969 as an education center and hurricane 
refuge.  Because of its proximity to the large 
River San Rafael, this little school could be 
overlooked as an ideal location for a project.   

The true reality is that because students 
and community members are frequently using 
this river as a source for drinking water, they 
are unknowingly placing themselves at a 
greater risk for water-borne illness by 
drinking water that they misperceive as safe.  

Perceptions of Clean Water  



 

           

 

 

School Statistics 

Location:  Neyba, DR 

Students:  210 

Classrooms:  5 

Teachers: 6 

Number of Toilets:  4 

Hand Washing Station:  No 

Drinking water:  No 

Electricity:  6 hours/day 

2

With a WWR purified water system, the 
students will be safe from water-borne illness 
and the milk can be made with potable water.  A 
hygiene education program will also give the 
children an opportunity to learn how to protect 
their health and the health of their families and 
communities. 

Because this community, Batey Dos, is 
historically a sugar cane migrant worker camp, 
the government does not invest proper 
resources to provide the residents with safe 
water access and proper sanitation 
infrastructure.  Therefore, we believe the Batey 
Dos school WASH project is critical to 
empowering water and health improvements in 
the future leaders of this community. 

Escuela Batey Dos 

1

Norma Ramirez, the director of El 
Centro de Educativo Maximo Gomez in Batey 
Dos is soliciting a WWR purified water 
system and hygiene education program for 
her primary school because she is 
concerned that her students are too often 
sick with diarrhea to study.  She believes this 
is due to the milk served in the school that is 
made with untreated municipal water.   

In addition, the students are not 
washing their hands before eating because 
they do not have hand-washing stations at the 
school.  The school pays for bottled drinking 
water for the students, but the monthly cost is 
often excessive and detracts from more 
important investments the school needs to 
make like books, computers, and desks.  

It Starts With Clean Water 



 

           

 

 

School Statistics 

Location:  Tamayo, DR 

Students:  210 

Classrooms:  4 

Teachers: 8 

Number of Toilets:  2 

Hand Washing Stations:  2 

Drinking water:  No 

Electricity:  8 hours/day 

2

World Water Relief would like to end the 
flow of contaminated water to the school grounds 
and provide the students and staff with not only a 
purified water filtration system, but 10 years of 
hygiene education as well.   The hygiene 
education will be provided not only to the school, 
but shared with the community by forming 
hygiene groups within the school and community 
through the creation of parent groups.  In addition 
the school will have the ability to share this safe 
drinking water with the community. 

 
Please help us to bring the dream of a 

healthy future through purified water and hygiene 
education to the students of Santa Maria Primary 
School, their families and community members. 
 

Santa Maria 

1

The community of Santa Maria lies 
within the Dominican school district of Tamayo 
and is a batey (sugarcane worker community).  
La Escuela Primeria de Santa Maria is the 
single primary school within the batey.  The 
water that reaches the school comes from the 
communal aqueduct.  This water often contains 
very high levels of contamination from aerial 
pesticide spray and various forms of 
groundwater pollution.  Once it reaches the 
school, it is not safe to drink or cook with.   

 
The school currently has to buy costly, 

bottled water for drinking and cooking in 
order to prevent illness among the students 
and staff.  The director, Aracelis Montilla does 
not have the funding to provide hygiene 
education, although it is a desperate need. 

Continuing the Trend Toward Healthiness 



 

 

 

 

CLEAN 
WATER 

FOR LIFE! 

World Water Relief 

 8343 Roswell Rd. Suite 455 
Atlanta, GA, 30350 
Tel: 678-661-9982 
 

 

Friend us: World Water Relief 

Watch videos:  wwrhaiti 

Follow us:  wwrglobal 


